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BACKGROUND
State statute (Wis. Stat. 115.385) requires the Department of Public Instruction
(DPI) to annually publish school and districaccountability report cards.

Report cardsare produced for all public schools and districts in Wisconsin and
for any private school accessing public school funding through the Choice
Programs.

PURPOSE& AUDIENCE

School and District Report Cardsare one measure toevaluate how well
Wisconsin schools and districts are doing. This information helps parents,
educators, and the public hold schools accountable for successfully educating
and preparing all students. The over
system isto help identify areas of strength to build upon and deepen, as well as
to pinpoint areas needing improvement so that all students graduate from high
school ready for their next step.

To learn more about the state accountability system, including the diierences
between state and federalESSAaccountability in Wisconsin, please visit:

https://dpi.wi.gov/accountability .

The report cards are the face of our state accountability system that honors the
complex work of schools and focuses on ensuring all Wisconsin students
graduate ready for college and career. The report cards were designed with a
two -fold purpose: 1) to publicly report how our schools and districts are
performing and 2) to provide data to stools on specific areas of strength and
areas in need of improvement. As such, the system is designed to be both
informative and useful to multiple audiences.

The report cards are designed to provide the public with vital information about
their local school, and to give districts and schools constructive information to
use in datainformed continuous improvement processes.
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Example Mid-Sized District Report Card, 2021'22 @
NOTE OFCAUTION REGARDING2021-22 REPORT CARDS et
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, please use caution when interpreting scores and ratings on OVERVIEW
2021-22 report cards. Careful review of the detailed data on all pages is encouraged. District Details

Grades  KG-12

Enroliment | 202%
Percent open enroliment . 7 8%

OVERVIEW § REPORT CARD SYSTEM
The report cards summarize student performarce and student engagement for each school

and district and assign an accountability rating and score. The report cards aim to reflect a 7 T e ass
balanced view of performance by incorporatingmultiple student outcome measures.These :

Student Groups

measures are combinedo produce the overall scores and ratings. PR . 1 1% o4
The report card includes four priority areasH Achievement, Growth, Target Group Outcomes T ——

and On-Track to GraduatioR each of which is scored on a 0 to 100 scale. These scores are :

combined using aweighting scheme that produces a weighted average Overall Score. Score Summary O e R S IS T e e

PRIORITY AREA WEIGHTS
The resulting final overall score rating, and stars are featured on the front page of the report

Overall Score Meets Expectations m [ ACHVEMENT
card. W oo
65.8 *** qv I TARGET GROUP OUICOMES
[ OW-TRACK 10 GRADUATION

OVE RVI EW g REPO RTCARD DATA Priority Area Scores
Thereport cards contain data for each of thepriority areas, shown here on the front page, as ACHIEVEMENT GROWTH
well as multiple pages of supplemental information. J I —— , | —

609 L et — 451 Fralich Lo et s
Data used in thescoring include assessment results, attendanceand high school completion —— - T -
data. Data included assupplemental information include enroliment and test participation . In et mri s o
addition, for public school students in grades 912, course completion and career education

. TARGET GROUP QUTCOMES ON-TRACK TO GRADUATION
program data are alsoincluded. - .
Addicwemert - s Cvonic Mucraccion,  — ::r

Supplemental datareporting also includesbreakdowns by student group and across years. SD ot — - Genbain — 4
These data are presented in theeport cards to highlight trends and can be used to deepen o st — Mokt — 3 i
analysis of group, school, and district performance. Supplemental data are not scored; they ar - :;v  —
presented for information and to help provide meaningful context to readers. _— I

Last UpdatedSeptembep022 3



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF

Public Instruction

& OEA

Ofice of Edwanenal Accousuubiiey

2021-22 REPORT CARD GUIDE FRONT PAGE

Example Mid-Sized District

FRONT PAGE S e et @

The front page of thereport cards is a summary that presents key school or

district information alongside the overall outcomes and scoresfor each OVERVIEW
priority area. The figure to the right shows the layout of thefront page usinga District Datalis
Grades  KG-12

fictional example school.

Enroliment - 2029

Percent open enrollment - 7 8%

OVERALL SCORE@ Student Groups

On the middle left, there is anoverall score, associated rating andnumber of e Kooy -1
stars (out of five).This score is based o weighted average of piority area

Scores' 141% 411% 4%

PRIORITY AREAWEIGHTING o

Next to the space for the overall score is a pie chart displaying the weighting
used when calculating overall scores. The weighting for Achievement and
Growth varies depending on the percent of economically disadvantaged
(ECD) students in the school; in mst cases, the weighting for Target Group
Outcomes and OnTrack to Graduation have equal weight (25%) Scores are
not advantaged or disadvantaged by the presence or lack of a priority area or
component.

1 Inthe example here, Growth has the most weight (3.4%),
Achievement has the least weight (5.6%),and the Target Group
Outcomes (25%) and ORnTrack (25%) priority areas are equally
weighted.

For more information about weighting, pleasesee theonline weighting
calculator.

PRIORITY AREA SCOREQ

On the bottom of the page, scores are provided for the four priority areas
along with bar charts showing priority area component scorescompared to
statewide average component scores[Pleasesee pag® of this guide for more
information on the state comparisoftich priority area has a score on a-200
scaleComponent scoresare also on a 6100 scale.
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Example Mid-Sized District
District Report Card
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FRONT PAGE

UNDERSTANDING STATE COMPARISONS

The priority area sections on front page include gray state
comparison bars. For schools, comparisons are based on one of six
broad grade bands: K5, K-8, K-12, 6-8, 6-12, and 912. Schools are
assigned to the most appropride grade band for comparison. For
districts, the comparison is a statewide group based on one dfiree
grade bands: k12,K-8, or 9-12.

In the example here, the school has Grades K8, so the k5 grade
span is displayed in the state comparison baro

These state comparisons can be loosely thought of as averages for
each type of school or district. These comparative data are shown
only to provide context; they do not factor into scores or ratings.

The comparison scores given for a grade band treat all Wistisin
students within those grades as if they were one giant school; data
for these statewide sets of students are used to calculate the
comparison scores. This includes public school students and
students participating in the Choice program The statewide
comparison scorethat applies to a particular grade band is shown
for component scores of each priority areaexcept the Target Group
Outcomes priority area.

The Target Group Outcomes priority area does not have statewide
comparison data because outcomedor the target group should be
compared to the analogous priority area component scoredor all
students at the school or district. Target Group Outcomes is
designed to help schoolsand districtss e e  t h detWegnahe s T
lowest-performing students and their student population as a whole.
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UNDERSTANDINGREPORT CARD
WEIGHTING

Id

’/

REPORT CARD TOOIms
The weighting calculator shown here allows users to adjust the percent
ECD and to select the priority areas and components available for a
school or district to reveal the specific weights used in thaeport cards.

Like the overall score, each of the four priority areas uses
a 0-to 100-point scale. This provides a consistent and
simple way to examine and compare priority area scores.
Scores from the four individual priority areas are
combined using a weighted averag that takes into
account data availability and percentage of economically
disadvantaged students in a school or district.

Available online:
https://oea -dpi.shinyapps.io/report_card_weighting_calculator/

Priority Area Weighting:

State statute (Wis. Stat.115.385) requires the
Achievement and Growth priority areas to be adjusted _ '
relative to each other based on the percentage of our sctans ot ot wess 1y ol o oo 100%

economically disadvantaged (lowincome) students in the soore i ot ackantaged o GSa0vantaged by e presence orty avea or component For o
district or school. The higher the percentage of weigns Target Group Outcomes

School and District Report Card Weighting Calculator

economically disadvantaged (ECD) students in a district a" i B o, | G M
or school, the greater the weight gven to Growth and the s vt : e aiodinpagint: .

lesser to Achievement (up to a predefined threshold).
Similarly, the lower the percentage of economically

disadvantaged students, the greater the weight given to (ESRSEEEEES——— -
Achievement and the lesser to Growth.

th Grade Mathematics

The only number on the report cad itself that has Achievament waignt On-Track to Gracuation weignt Target Group Outcomes  Weight
variable weighting factored into it is the overall score. The e Ly S Nt
individual priority area scores provided throughout the
report card, including on the front page, are not
separately impacted by variable weighting.

Growth Weight

Last UpdatedSeptembep022 6
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UNDERSTANDING THEACHIEVEMENT ACHIEVEMENT
PRIORITY AREA

Subject Area Scores

The purpose of this priority area is to show how the level of knowledge r———

and skills of students in the district or school compares to state English Language Arts

academic standards. 63.5 63.3
Basics about the priority area — ) I 616
This priority area measures English language arts (ELA) and B 575

mathematics performance level profiles for all students in grades 3
through 11. This includes students taking the Forward, ACT Aspire, ACT I 1
with writing, and DLM exams in the Wisconsin Student Assessment 9 100
System (WSAS). The score is based on how student outcomgistribute
across the four WSAS performance levelsBelow Basic, Basic,

B This School 9-12 State

Proficient, and Advanced), and it takes three years of test data into
account.

Beyond a d_istfict or school score forAchievement, thereport cards ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
show the distribution of students across the four WSAS performance
levels for the most recent three years. Point change from
prior year

Where to find the data @ Black or African American 22) I 250
While the front page displays the priority area score and component
scores for ELA and mathematics, the data most valuable for
understanding student performance are found in the supplementary Hispanic or Latino (42) I 393 v -45
data charts and tables, which display results by student group and
performance level, and provide a comparison to the prior year when )
available. These more detailed data are displayed starting on page 2 in White (261) I 754 -~ 38
the schoolreport card and page 3 in the districtreport card. 0

Economicall
How to use the data Disadvantaged (31) I 339 - 12
Schools and districts can use these data to uncover any shaeterm
trends and compare against the state average. They can also use this English Learners (21) I 310
information to help develop overall achievement goals and guide
improvement efforts. The data are broken out by groups ¢ students,

allowing educators to assess the impact of group performance on Students with Disabilities (40) NN 22.5 a 54
overall performance. That way, particular groups of students who are : |
having trouble or who are excellingcan be identified. 0 100
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UNDERSTANDING THEACHIEVEMENT PRIORITY AREA

How the calculation works
Achievement calculations are based on student performance on the Forward Exam,
ACT Aspire, ACTwith writing, and Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM).

The Achievement priority area includes only tested students who were enrolled for
the full academic year (FAY) in the distiét or school. Nonttested students are not
included in calculations nor are students with invalidated tests. Note that in the
Private Schoolg Choice Studentsreport card, the calculation only includes FAY
students with a valid test score who were Choice pogram participants.

Scores for this priority area reflect
among the four performance levels of the WSAS. Having more students at the upper
performance levels results in a higher score.

Separate contentarea scores on a 0 to 106point scale are calculated for ELA and
mathematics achievement. These content scores are averaged to arrive at the
priority area score.

To reduce the impact of yearto-year fluctuations in test scores, up to three years of
most-recent testing data are used. This improves the reliability of scores.

Each content area score is determined by assigning points to each of the district or
school Hs students in each of the three
performance level in that year. A student is assigned no points for being at the Below
Basic performance level, 0.5 points for being at the Basic level, 1 point for Proficient,
and 1.5 points for Advanced.

For each year, student s# s c orsehsolavearage. A G
three-year average is calculated from those yearly averages. The averaging
processes used in the calculations gi V

and years with more tested students. The score for each content area reflects th
three-year average.

Test Participation

Test participation rates are displayed for all students and the lowestparticipating
student group for each school/district. Theserates are included for informational
purposes only(not scored).
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